telling the same sad story of waste, of sturdy men dragged Sir from their homes to live and die in misery in foreign conn- Herbert tries, On returning home I wrote to Admiral Sir Herbert Richmond Richmond, asking whether the time had not now come when replies we should, on Armistice Day, send representatives to ex-enemy countries to stand side by side with their people to pay respect to their dead. Sir Herbert replied:
5, Lennox Gardens, S.W. i. Nov. 14.1925. My dear Rothenstein,
That we should resume friendship with those who were our enemies up to 10 years ago is a thing I most cordially support. "When peace is made, the Peace should be real: and to be real it should do its utmost to create friendship and mark the end of war. That was what we tried to do after 1815: it was not what was tried in 1918.
But for all that I do not find it easy to criticize those who made the peace, except on the grounds that they were not greater men than God had made them. It was—I think it must have been—difficult to obliterate from their minds what had happened, what things those enemies had done in derogation of humanity. It was hard for any seamen to forget the brutalities of the submarine war, the sunk hospital ships, the broken word, That made the peacemaking difficult.
And that brings me to your letter. Can we not now forget that? Can we not now send our soldiers and sailors to Austria, to Germany and elsewhere to honour their dead?
I confess that I could do so to some of them. But I equally confess that if I were to be asked to go to honour the memories of men who did those things at sea which even now after ten years I cannot think of without abhorrence, I should have to refuse. For I could not go as a hypocrite. I could not go professing honour I do not feel, There are individual graves on which I should feel honoured by honouring —von Spee and his men for one. Those were gallant enem-55

